Background: Pretreatment with statins decreased the incidence of cardiac enzyme increase after percutaneous coronary intervention (PCI). However, 2 different etiologies, distal embolization of atheroma or ischemia caused by side-branch occlusion, cannot be differentiated by measuring cardiac enzyme levels. This study evaluated the effect of pravastatin pretreatment on post-procedural index of microcirculatory resistance (IMR) values which is introduced for assessing the status of the microcirculation independently of the epicardial area.
